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[On May 18, contra military commander Israel Galeano released a communique announcing
the indefinite suspension of demobilization. Statements by spokespersons for President Violeta
Barrios de Chamorro's government and by other contra commanders in the next two days appeared
to be contradictory. Galeano and other contra leaders called for a meeting with Chamorro's
cabinet members, scheduled for Tuesday, May 22. The meeting was postponed twice by the contra
leadership until May 24. (See CAU 05/23/90, 05/25/90 for a summary of events and statements
for the May 18-24 period.)] May 24: According to a report by Xinhua, Nicaraguan government
officials rejected a demand by the contras to create an autonomous region for disarmed contras,
relatives and supporters. May 25: In a statement released by the presidency's information and
media office, the Nicaraguan government called on the contras to "fulfill contracted agreements,"
mainly demobilization and disarmament by the June 10 deadline. The statement included a detailed
account of prior agreement provisions met by the government during the past two months. Among
these provisions were preparation of "development poles," or resettlement areas for disarmed
contras; continued efforts to obtain assistance from international agencies and foreign governments
to finance contra resettlement; and, the acceleration and expansion of a program to collect weapons
from civilians. The contras suddenly suspended the talks on Friday, claiming that army troops
massacred 24 disarmed contras in two separate incidents on May 18 and May 24. Soldiers were also
accused of killing more than 100 of their family members. At least one of these alleged incidents
was reported to have occurred near the northern town of Waslala, Matagalpa department. (The
number of alleged victims and incidents varied, depending on the source. In several reports, AFP
mentioned two alleged incidents and the numbers reproduced above. AP reports appeared to focus
on one of the alleged incidents, involving 18 contra dead. For instance, in a May 28 report, AP said
the contras released a statement Friday asserting that a massacre occurred May 18 near Waslala,
but provided no other details. Notimex reports mentioned 14 contra dead in a May 18 incident.)
President Chamorro's representative in talks with the contras, Roberto Ferrey, said the president
was very concerned about the allegations of army abuses. Ferrey, a former contra political leader,
serves as director of the government's Repatriation Institute. Next, Ferrey said that government
officials had not received any information corroborating the contras' statements. Consequently,
he added, the government and representatives of the UN peacekeeping force (ONUCA) and the
International Verification and Support Commission (CIAV), among others, were organizing an
investigative team to travel to the site of the alleged killings. Defense Ministry spokesperson Carlos
Lara said the massacre claims are "part of a contra propaganda campaign aimed at creating mistrust
and insecurity among those who are trying to demobilize and disarm according to agreements with
the government." May 26: Police cordoned off two luxury hotels early Saturday where 21 contra
delegates were staying while the official investigative team traveled to Waslala. The delegates
were irritated with what they described as a virtual house arrest. AP reported that the police who
surrounded the hotels did not appear to be threatening the contras. Barricada, daily newspaper
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of the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN), reported that contra claims of a massacre by
army troops of 14 disarmed contras and 100 civilians were "lies." Saturday editions of El Nuevo
Diario called the massacre reports "a contra farce" and an excuse to quit disarming. Late Saturday,
Santiago Murray, leader of a CIAV team which traveled to Waslala, said his group had been unable
to confirm the killings. The CIAV is a joint UN-Organization of American States mission charged
with supervising and assisting in the contra demobilization. May 27: Contra spokesperson Oscar
Sovalbarro said the Resistance would prefer that the talks take place in El Almendro, where contra
military leader Israel Galeano and several hundred well-armed contra troops are camped. May 28:
Government negotiator Roberto Ferrey said he sent a letter to contra leaders requesting that the
talks be resumed. He added he had not received an immediate answer. Contra leader Sovalbarro
said Resistance members were waiting for the final report on the alleged killings and would renew
talks after the findings were published. Contra spokesperson in Managua, Aristides Sanchez, told
reporters that talks could resume if President Chamorro promises to immediately reduce the size
of the army. In a letter to the president, contra commander Enrique Zelaya said that the contras
have demonstrated their willingness to resume talks on demobilization at the date and time she
determines. He asserted that the investigation into the alleged deaths of 14 disarmed contras on
May 18 must continue. Contra official Alejandro Ortega told reporters the June 10 deadline cannot
be met: "It is impossible to disarm and demobilize 1,000 combatants a day." (Basic data from AFP,
AP, 05/25/90, 05/26/90, 05/27/90, 05/28/90; Notimex, 05/25/90, 05/28/90; Xinhua, 05/25/90, 05/26/90,
05/29/90; UPI, 05/28/90)
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